Part B: A Weekly Overview

	
	Week One
	Week Two

	Main objectives and activities
	Over the first two lessons students will write a short story based on the first three sentences from The Island.  We will then discuss what the students have written, and students will write a short reflection outlining how their context and the given text combined to inform their own narrative.  In the final lesson of the week I will introduce the text, get students to discuss the front cover, read students the story without showing them the pictures, and get students to draw or describe the images they think will be associated with the opening passage.   Thus the objectives this week are to write a short story, engage with the text through listening and viewing, make predictions about the text, and briefly examine the conventions of picture books as a genre.  
	Students will read the picture book, reflect on their predictions and complete a question sheet which examines the construction of the text (see appendix).  Students will consolidate understandings from the text and learn vocabulary appropriate for discussing literary theory.  They will then write a reflective piece which examines how their personal context allows them to empathise with a particular character from the story.  They will begin work on an essay-style response to the picture book The Island. 

	Curriculum outcomes informing the teaching and learning
	 
	 

	Texts/text types
	Fiction/Picture book - The Island by Armin Greder.  (2007)

In the first 3 lessons students will only be given a copy of the text from the first page of the story.  While the stimulus text for the first lessons is taken from a picture book, the students will be writing a short story, so the conventions of the short story text type are also relevant.  
	Fiction/Picture book 

- The Island by Armin Greder.  (2007)



	Informal or formal assessments to be used
	In terms of formal assessments, students will use the text taken from the picture book to write a short story (about 600 words). Students will also write a one-paragraph reflection on where their ideas from the story came from; how the given text led to their choices in constructing the story.  

I will also use informal modes of assessment.  I will monitor students engagement with each activity as they are working, and I will evaluate their contributions to paired work, small group and whole class discussions in order to determine their levels of understanding.   
	The formal assessment for this week is a 200 word written reflective piece in which students identify which character in the text they most empathise with as a result of their values and context.  

I will informally assess students by monitoring their engagement with each activity and their contributions to paired work, small group and whole class discussions.  

I will observe the understandings demonstrated in the students written answers, but these answers will not be used as formal assessment as they are intended to engage students with the text and develop their understandings in a less pressured way.


	
	Week Three
	Week Four

	Main objectives and activities
	Students will complete their essay-style response to the picture book The Island.  

Introduce the next text (The Arrival, by Shaun Tan), and do pre-reading activities including looking at the cover, inside cover and imprint page, and similarities with photographs, passports etc.  Discuss the context of the text and how it relates to The Island.  Introduce key terms and concepts which relate to the text such as connection/dislocation and alienation/belonging.  Scaffold students’ understandings of the generic conventions of the text as a silent graphic novel.  Begin close reading of the first section (the text is divided into six sections/chapters).  
	Continue examination of the first section of The Arrival.  Include discussion of the motifs of the book - the suitcase, the table, the photo, the origami bird.  Discuss how the serpent-like shadow represents something wrong with the world, but is deliberately ambiguous - could signify poverty, disease, political oppression, etc.  Discuss use of ambiguity to create a sense of universality in the text - it is open for the readers to locate their own experiences within the text, it doesn’t need to be translated.  Complete guided reading of sections one and two; begin guided reading of section three.  These guided readings may include asking students to describe what they see in each image, or in particular images, then interpret the meaning of these pages/images.  After completing each section students should tell the story that is shown in that chapter, but I will vary the form of this activity so that sometimes it involves a written response, sometimes think/pair/share.  

	Curriculum outcomes informing the teaching and learning
	
	 

	Texts/text types
	Fiction/Picture book 

- The Island by Armin Greder.  (2007)

Fiction/Picture book/ Graphic novel

- The Arrival by Shaun Tan (2006)
	Fiction/Picture book/ Graphic novel

- The Arrival by Shaun Tan (2006)

	Informal or formal assessments to be used
	This week students will hand in their essay-style response to The Island which will be their major assessment for that topic.  

I will also begin informal assessment of students work on The Arrival which will involve my observations of students engagement with the text and the tasks, the extent that students contribute to paired, small group and whole class discussions, and the effort an ability apparent in their informal written responses to the text.
	This weeks assessment will be informal and will involve my observations of students engagement with the text and the tasks, the extent that students contribute to paired, small group and whole class discussions, and the effort an ability apparent in their informal written responses to the text.  


	
	Week Five
	Week Six
	Week Seven

	Main objectives and activities
	Continue examination of The Arrival. Complete guided reading of sections three and four; begin guided reading of section five.  Revisit discussion of the motifs of the book - the suitcase, the table, the photo, the origami bird. Also revisit use of ambiguity to create a sense of universality in the text, and reiterate key concepts such as alienation and belonging. Again, these guided readings may include asking students to describe what they see in each image, or in particular images, then interpret the meaning of these pages/images.  After completing each section students should tell the story that is shown in that chapter, but I will vary the form of this activity so that sometimes it involves a written response, sometimes think/pair/share.
	Continue examination of The Arrival. Complete guided reading of sections five and six using methods discussed in weeks five and six.    Guided reading of the final section will include revisiting the first section in order to examine continuity and difference.  Also discuss the final image/ending of the text, which is a low-key image which shows the old arrival helping a new arrival, which shows the ongoing nature both of migration and the themes in general.  In the final lesson of the week, ask students to select one of the major images in the text which they found most powerful and do a close reading/analysis of the image which includes: a written description of the image in terms of its construction, narrative significance and symbolic meanings, as well as describing the students personal, emotional response to the image, and the ways in which it is connected to or alien from their own experience.  
	Introduce main assessment task for the text which involves students writing a 600-800 word introduction which could be placed at the beginning of this ‘silent graphic novel’, which gives readers help on how to understand this text.  The introduction should include telling the reader in advance what to watch out for in the visual images, as well as explaining what meanings can be made from the book, why the book should be read, and what the reader can get from reading it.  Students should write a complete draft of their introduction over two to three lessons, and then write a final copy at home for submission.  This task will involve students re-reading the text as a whole.  After completing this task, students will write a short reflection which compares the two texts (The Arrival and The Island).  This will involve comparing and contrasting the messages and themes in the two texts as well as the construction of the texts.  Students should also include their personal feelings about that texts, such as which text they preferred and why.  This final task will allow students to draw together the understandings they have gained over the course of this module.  

	Curriculum outcomes informing the teaching and learning
	
	
	

	Texts/text types
	Fiction/Picture book/ Graphic novel

- The Arrival by Shaun Tan (2006)
	Fiction/Picture book/ Graphic novel

- The Arrival by Shaun Tan (2006)
	Fiction/Picture book/ Graphic novel

- The Arrival by Shaun Tan (2006)

	Informal or formal assessments to be used
	This weeks assessment will be informal and will involve my observations of students engagement with the text and the tasks, the extent that students contribute to paired, small group and whole class discussions, and the effort an ability apparent in their informal written responses to the text.
	This weeks assessment will be informal and will involve my observations of students engagement with the text and the tasks, the extent that students contribute to paired, small group and whole class discussions, and the effort an ability apparent in their informal written responses to the text.
	This week students will hand in their introduction to The Arrival which will be their major assessment for that topic.  I will also collect and assess students reflection-style comparison of the two texts, although these responses will still be in draft form.  I will also informally assess students engagement with the text and the tasks.  


