Sample Lesson Plan

	Day: Friday       Date: March 2      Time:  Period 2     Class: Year 9


	Students’ Prior Knowledge and Experience:
(Outline what the students already know about this topic)

Students have been learning about grammar and have an understanding of functional grammar terminology. The students have been learning how the use of language in texts constructs particular points of view on issues, in particular the environment. The students have read a number of articles, letters and blogs with a range of perspectives on local environmental issues. Students understand that the use of language expresses a writer’s relationship to their subject matter, and that this use of language encourages the reader to understand the subject matter in particular ways. 
Students have examined the personalisation and the point of view of the text, Sharks close on Ningaloo, in terms of:

· how personal and demonstrative pronouns in the text contrasts the two points of view on the Mauds Landing development; 

· how this pronoun use contributes to Winton’s personal account that positions the reader to ‘side’ with his point of view;

· how thematic instead of informational prominence leads the text to be speaker-oriented rather than listener oriented.

Taken account of student’s previous learning and previous lessons



	Learning Purposes: 

Students examine how language use expresses a writer’s relationship to the subject matter, influences how a text’s ideas are expressed, and shapes how readers respond to a text’s ideas and arguments. (ACELA 1545, 1547)

 
	Student Evaluation:
(Explain how student learning will be monitored)
Observations of student engagement and discussion will be used to ascertain each student’s grasp of the ideas.  Each student is expected to submit his or her written work to the teacher at the end of the lesson for an informal diagnostic evaluation. 

	Preparation and Resources:
· ‘Sharks close on Ningaloo’ by Tim Winton, The West Australian, January 2001. http://www.save-ningaloo.org/frames/page6.shtml
· Hand out #1: this has a blank table of 6 boxes: Column 1 is labelled ‘Against the development’; Column 2: “For the development’; Column 3: Interpretations; Row 1: Adverbials; Row 2: Adjectivals. 

· Projector


	Timing:

2 minutes
3 minutes

3 minute

5 minutes

10 minutes

1-5 minutes

5-10 minutes

5 minutes


	Learning Experiences:

(Specify the discussion and activities that will take place.  Pay attention to the parts of your lesson, including Introduction (engagement, objectives, relevance), Main body of lesson (will you need a guided activity and then an independent activity?), Reflection/Closure).

Welcome the students and ask them to retrieve their workbooks and the article, Sharks close on Ningaloo, from the previous lesson. As they prepare, set up the projector and project the following 3 statements on the board: 

1. ‘Believe me’

2. ‘Come up with your own opinion’

3. ‘Don’t believe me’

Reiterate the previous lesson’s activities and purposes. Do this by asking students to put up their hand if they can recall what they did the previous lesson. Choose a student with their hand up to recall the previous lesson and its purpose. Ask other students to recall the previous lesson and the article until there is a clear understanding of the previous lesson’s activities and objectives. If the students are not clear, remind the students that in the previous lesson they read ‘Sharks close on Ningaloo’ and they discussed their opinions of the topic, their thoughts about the text, and why examining the text’s construction is important. 

Draw students’ attention to the three statements on the board. Ask students to briefly look over the article and decide which of the statements on the board we decided yesterday best reflected how the writer relates to the reader. 

Ask students to put up their hand when they have made their choice and remind them that they need to justify their opinion with reference to the article. Ask a range of students for their ideas, affirming correct responses and clarifying unclear responses. Hopefully students would have identified statement 1 as being the correct statement. Tell the students that we may think of statement 1 as expressing the tenor of the text, or the relationship between the text and the reader. The text, in other words, confidently says to the reader: ‘believe what is in me, you don’t have to form your own opinion!’ 

State the purpose of the day’s lesson. That is, today we will drill down into the text a little more, to better understand how the writer, Tim Winton, uses language to express his positive thoughts about Ningaloo and negative thoughts about the development, and how the use of language positions the reader to side with his view. Remind the students that they looked at this yesterday with the use of pronouns. Today we will look at the use of adverbial and adjectival clauses. Ask the students if they recall what these are and let students tell the group.

Have two students hand out Handout #1. As the students do this tell them that they are to: get into small group, and identify 10 adjectival clauses and 10 adverbial clauses. They will then decide on how the use of adjectives and adverbs shapes the reader’s point of view of the 2 participants (those against and those for the development). 

Model the activity first by asking the students to look at the second paragraph. (Project article onto the board). Ask them whether ‘was one of the most exciting events in my life’ is an adverbial clause or adjectival clause. Have students share their thoughts. Explain that it is an adverbial dependent clause because it modifies the verb ‘swimming’ contained in the preceding clause. (Project table onto the board). 

Ask if that makes sense, and clarify any confusion. Ask the students where this quote should be written in the box. Explain that the quote it goes into the first box because it is an adverbial clause related to Winton (as the participant/subject). Type in the quote into the first box (projected). Tell the students they are to find 10 more quotes of each kind of clause.

Walk around the room supporting students to identify the clauses, reiterating the meaning of dependent adjectival and adverbial clauses. Monitor student activity. 

As the students approach the end of finding the 20 quotes, draw their attention back to the whole class. Ask the students to look at the clauses they have collected because they need to explain how the words used by Winton make them think and feel about Ningaloo and the developers/development. Tell the students that I found an interesting adjectival clause from the 2nd column: ‘the reef’s rich ecology and the coast’s rugged integrity’ (project onto the board). Ask the students to find the quote and identify the interesting words in the quote that make me feel positively about the reef. Take students’ responses and facilitate a brief discussion about what ideas, images and feelings these words promote and how they are arriving at the interpretations they do. 

Tell students it is their task to discuss and note down the ideas, images and feelings promoted by the clauses they have identified. They must focus on explaining how they are arriving at the interpretations they do. 

Bring the activity to the end and ask the groups to share a selection of their quotes for each category and to explain the effects of the words used by Winton. Facilitate responses from students to each group’s explanations, affirming thoughtful responses and repeating key words from the lesson. 

Draw lesson to a conclusion by describing the lesson’s activities and how it linked to the lesson’s purpose. Collect each student’s work and indicate that tomorrow’s lesson will involve the students writing their own articles using the language features they have been looking at. 
	

	Lesson Evaluation:
(Reflect on the success of the lesson)


	
	


